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World History NC Final Exam 2015–16 
Number of Operational Items per Objective 

 

The following table provides the text description of each assessed clarifying objective and the 
number of operational (scored) items that will assess each objective. Objectives not listed may be 
a prerequisite objective, may be tested within the context of another objective or may be included 
as an embedded field test item. This information is also available in the Assessment 
Specification document. The NCDPI/Test Development Section highly recommends that 
teachers review the assessment specification documents available 
at http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/common-exams/specifications/ and released 
items available at http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/common-exams/released-items 
  

World History 
Clarifying 
Objectives 

World History 
Clarifying Objectives Text 

Number of 
Operational 

Items Per 
Objective* 

WH.H.2.2 Analyze the governments of ancient civilizations in terms 
of their development, structure and function within 
various societies (e.g., theocracy, democracy, oligarchy, 
tyranny, aristocracy, etc.). 

2 

WH.H.2.4 Analyze the rise and spread of various empires in terms of 
influence, achievements and lasting impact (e.g., Mongol, 
Mughal, Ottoman, Ming, Mesoamerica, Inca, Imperial 
states in Africa, etc.). 

1 

WH.H.2.6 Analyze the interaction between the Islamic world and 
Europe and Asia in terms of increased trade, enhanced 
technology innovation, and an impact on scientific 
thought and the arts. 

2 

WH.H.2.8 Compare the conditions, racial composition, and status of 
social classes, castes, and slaves in ancient societies and 
analyze changes in those elements. 

1 

WH.H.3.2 Explain how religious and secular struggles for authority 
impacted the structure of government and society in 
Europe, Asia, and Africa (e.g., Cluniac Reforms, common 
law, Magna Carta, conflicts between popes and emperors, 
Crusades, religious schisms, Hundred Years’ War, etc.). 

2 
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WH.H.3.3 Analyze how innovations in agriculture, trade and 
business impacted the economic and social development 
of various medieval societies (e.g., Feudalism, 
Agricultural Revolutions, Commercial Revolution and 
development of a banking system, manorial system, 
growth of towns, etc.). 

2 

WH.H.4.1 Explain how interest in classical learning and religious 
reform contributed to increased global interaction (e.g., 
Renaissance, Protestant Reformation, Catholic 
Reformation, Printing revolution, etc.). 

1 

WH.H.4.2 Explain the political, social and economic reasons for the 
rise of powerful centralized nation-states and empires 
(e.g., Reformation, absolutism, limited monarchy, 
empires, etc.). 

1 

WH.H.4.3 Explain how agricultural and technological improvements 
transformed daily life socially and economically (e.g., 
growth of towns, creation of guilds, feudalism and the 
manorial system, commercialization, etc.). 

1 

WH.H.4.4 Analyze the effects of increased global trade on the 
interactions between nations in Europe, Southwest Asia, 
the Americas, and Africa (e.g., exploration, mercantilism, 
rise of capitalism, etc.). 

1 

WH.H.5.3 Analyze colonization in terms of the desire for access to 
resources and markets as well as the consequences on 
indigenous cultures, population, and environment (e.g., 
commercial revolution, Columbian exchange, religious 
conversion, spread of Christianity, spread of disease, 
spread of technology, conquistadors, slave trade, 
encomienda system, enslavement of indigenous people, 
mixing of populations, etc.). 

3 
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WH.H.5.4 Analyze the role of investment in global exploration in 
terms of its implications for international trade (e.g., 
transatlantic trade, mercantilism, joint-stock companies, 
trading companies, government and monarchial funding, 
corporations, creation of capital markets, etc.). 

1 

WH.H.6.1 Explain how new ideas and theories of the universe 
altered political thought and affected economic and social 
conditions (e.g., Scientific Revolution, Enlightenment, 
rationalism, secularism, humanism, tolerance, empiricism, 
natural rights, contractual government, laissez-faire 
economics, Bacon, Descartes, Galileo, Newton, inductive 
and deductive reasoning, heliocentric, inquisition, woks of 
Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau, Bolivar, Jefferson, Paine, 
Adam Smith, etc.). 

2 

WH.H.6.2 Analyze political revolutions in terms of their causes and 
impact on independence, governing bodies and church-
state relations. (e.g., Glorious Revolution, American 
Revolution, French Revolution, Russian Revolution, 
Haitian, Mexican, Chinese, etc.). 

2 

WH.H.7.1 Evaluate key turning points of the modern era in terms of 
their lasting impact (e.g., conflicts, documents, policies, 
movements, etc.). 

1 

WH.H.7.3 Analyze economic and political rivalries, ethnic and 
regional conflicts, and nationalism and imperialism as 
underlying causes of war (e.g., WWI, Russian Revolution, 
WWII). 

1 

WH.H.7.4 Explain how social and economic conditions of colonial 
rule contributed to the rise of nationalistic movements 
(e.g., India, Africa, Southeast Asia). 
 

1 

  



NCDPI/North Carolina Testing Program    2015–16 World History 
Published November 2015   Page 4 

 

WH.H.8.1 Evaluate global wars in terms of how they challenged 
political and economic power structures and gave rise to 
new balances of power (e.g., Spanish American War, 
WWI, WWII, Vietnam War, Colonial Wars in Africa, 
Persian Gulf War, etc.). 

1 

WH.H.8.2 Explain how international crisis has impacted 
international politics (e.g., Berlin Blockade, Korean War, 
Hungarian Revolt, Cuban Missile Crisis, OPEC oil crisis, 
Iranian Revolt, “911”, terrorism, etc.). 

2 

WH.H.8.3 Analyze the “new” balance of power and the search for 
peace and stability in terms of how each has influenced 
global interactions since the last half of the twentieth 
century (e.g., post WWII, Post Cold War, 1990s 
Globalization, New World Order, Global Achievements 
and Innovations). 

3 

WH.H.8.5 Explain how population growth, urbanization, 
industrialization, warfare and the global market economy 
have contributed to changes in the environment (e.g., 
deforestation, pollution, clear cutting, Ozone depletion, 
climate change, global warming, industrial emissions and 
fuel combustion, habitat destruction, etc.). 

1 

WH.H.8.7 Explain why terrorist groups and movements have 
proliferated and the extent of their impact on politics and 
society in various countries (e.g., Basque, PLO, IRA, 
Tamil Tigers, Al Qaeda, Hamas, Hezbollah, Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad, etc.). 

1 

 *Objectives not listed may be a prerequisite objective, may be tested within the context of another 
objective or may be included as an embedded field test item.  

 
 


